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ID First and 
Last 
Name 

Representing Public Comment 

1 Adam 
Johnson 

Parent of 
child in 
district 

I would like to ask why the district is not considering hybrid classrooms this 
year to support the transition of independent study students to in-person 
learning. Many school districts did this last year and recognizes that parents' 
preferences for in-person learning may change during the year depending on 
covid-19 case rates and vaccine availability and this ensures my child stay with 
her home school vs. being assigned to a random school in the district that has 
an opening. This would also help with the potential problem the district faces 
with staffing when independent study students request to be transitioned 
within 5 days to in-person learning and you now have independent study 
teachers with too few of students and in-person teachers with too many. So 
please consider having one classroom per grade per school site designated as 
hybrid (or as many school sites as possible) where independent study students 
are in the same class as in-person students and doing the same work with the 
same teacher to enable a seamless transition. If you do not believe there will 
be a sizable number of students starting as independent study and then 
transitioning to in-person during the year, I’d suggest doing a survey as the 
800+ distance learning students last year suggest there is a sizable number of 
parents that were not comfortable with their kids in a classroom last year that 
may still not be comfortable given the lack of access to vaccines and high 
cases that may become comfortable during the year.    

2 Fred 
Swanson  

Parent I’d like to request the district continue to offer the distance learning program 
from last year to meet the new requirements of the independent study 
program rather than take the homeschool program and do the minimum 
changes to meet the requirements of the independent study program. 
Teachers did a great job with the distance learning program last year and have 
experience with it so it is not clear to me why this program wouldn’t be 
continued this year when the new state requirements of the independent 
study program were clearly done so that a robust distance learning option was 
available to parents that are hesitant to send their kids to school in person at 
the beginning of the year but may want to transition later in the year. Given 
the significant number of students in distance learning last year and worse 
covid-19 case rates this year at the beginning of the school year plus a far 
more highly transmissible Delta variant along with the vaccine for kids under 
12 being unavailable, why is the district not planning for a significant number 
of the distance learning kids still wanting to be on distance learning? Why take 
away something that worked well for many students and make them change 
to something that is more akin to the homeschool program, which these 
parents didn’t want in the first place or would have already been in the 
homeschool program? This is a difficult time for parents and children in 
making these decisions so please don’t take away the distance learning option 
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that these kids were already used to and got familiar with and enjoyed in 
many cases.  

3 Jennifer 
Johnson 

Parents and 
students 

Due to the delta variant that has led to an exponential increase in case rates 
over the last few weeks and children under the age of 12 not approved to be 
vaccinated I am very concerned about sending my child back to school until 
she can be vaccinated.  I understand the importance of in person learning 
however given these risks I do not want to send my child back to school until it 
is safer.  Walenksy at the CDC said it was “really important for people to 
understand that this is not a benign disease in kids, compared to other 
diseases that our kids see.” She reported that the mortality rate for Covid-19 
among children over the past year was “more than twice the mortality rate 
that we see in the influenza in a given year.”   I know AB 130 requires you to 
offer an independent study program with some virtual synchronous 
instruction and we can return our children to an in person classroom within 5 
days. I am saddened to hear that your homeschool program will probably be 
used for this independent study program and I want to know why the program 
developed for distance learning is not being explored as the option.  What is 
your plan for when we want to return our children within 5 days once they are 
vaccinated and case rates decline? Could these distance learning classes 
become hybrid classes so my child does not have to switch teachers and 
schools?  Last year your distance learning program was wonderful for my 
family.  My child had an amazing distance learning teacher and I heard from 
many of our friends how great their teachers were as well.  Distance learning 
created connections for my child with both the teacher and her peers. She had 
great live lessons daily and she also formed friendships and learned just as 
well as in person instruction. Your homeschool program with the minimum 
requirements of AB130 will be a much lesser program and will not give my 
child the same education and interaction that she received last year in 
distance learning.  It does not build in interactions between peers but is an 
option and for grades 4-8 AB 130 only requires 1 day of synchronous 
instruction.  If teachers have to be staffed at the same level as in person 
instruction for the individual instruction program why not have live lessons 
and class meetings that allow students to interact virtually daily?  Why not 
build on what your teachers created last year to offer the best for our 
students and not the minimum of what is required through the homeschool 
program.  How many parents/students are interested in independent 
instruction/distance learning? Why have we not been surveyed about this?  
Other districts in east county have set up permanent distance learning and 
hybrid options for their students that were advertised last school year. Last 
year your teachers rose to the challenge and created a wonderful distance 
learning program for their students in a very short period of time just weeks 
before the 20-21 school year started.  Here we are again just 2 weeks away 
from the first day of school and our district has not been proactive in creating 
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these alternate options given the health situation and we have not been 
notified as to exactly what this program will include. I am also curious as to 
what the results of your communication survey was that was sent to us last 
year.  Thank you for your time, I hope you consider the exact distance learning 
program you used last year for what you will require for the individual 
instruction option for this year.  Please do not go with the minimum that is 
required by AB 130. Do better for our students. Thank you.    

4 Luz 
Enríquez-
Almaguer 

Self Interested in distance learning for 2021-2022 school year 

 


